
"RUSSIA'S WORK.
'

The Onward March of Muscovite
Civilization in Central Asia.

NEW PATHWAYS OF COMMERCE.

From the Black Sea to the Caspian,
Along the Amu to China

CONQUERING A CONTINENT'S TRADE.

In these later times Central Asia is occupying a

large share of the world's attention. The steady
pressure of British India toward tho norm, ana

the gradual absorption of the khanates by Bussia,
bringing these two colossal Powers, as it were, face
to face, and rendering it apparently inevitable that
they shonld come into deadly collision and finally
determine the right to supremacy in the Asiatic
continent, invest this whole region with a peculiar
Interest. It is hardly beside the point to say, however,that our attention has hitherto been diverted
too exclusively to the military aspects of tho

general question. This has been, perhaps, unavoidable,for the military aspects are primarily and most

prominently presented. Unquestionably, however,
there are other aspects of the case.aspects which
are more agreeablo to contemplate, and which are

suggestive of results which will Inure, not to the

good of Central Asia only, but to the good of the
whole family of man. Opinions may differ as to the
right of England to Hindostan, and as to the right
of Bussia to extend her sway over tho entire region of
Turkestan; but no one can deny that the aggressive
movements of the one Power and of the other are

In the main in tho Interests of civilization. Let any
one compare the India of to-day witl^tho India of 130
years ago and he will see the advantages which have
resulted to the tribes and natlonalties of that peninsulaand to the world uenerallv from the stronir rule
of the British. It is not often that the foreigner is
found willing to* bestow words of praiso on the
British power in India.

A TRIBUTE TO ENGLAND.
In his recent review of the lifo and works of the

famous Frenchman, Garcin de Tossy, Dr. Dollinger,
of Munich, speaks of the British government of
India as one of the wisest, ablest, most beneficent
and most successful in circumstances of exceptional
difficulty that the world has yet known. Looking at
the vast population of 200,000,000 governed by 30,000
Strangers and at the wonderful work which
has been done in the direction of reform.
Thuggism crushed out, sacrifices to Juggernaut
forbidden and the practice of suttee abolished.not
to speak of the material, educational and other improvementswhich havo ciianged the face of the
whole land, Dr. Dollinger says:."We look in vain
for any similar phenomenon in the past or in the
present" Such are the blessings which, have followedin the wake of the sword in Hindostan. What
Great Britain has done and is doing in India it is
the mission of Russia to accomplish in Northern
and Central Asia. It is unfortunate that the movementsof the two great Powers in the region above
referred to should be the canse of so much mutual
jealousy. It is all the more unfortunate that the
jealousy keeps alive the Bentiment of mutual hostility,and from the very nature of the
case creates and fosters a world-wide
feeling of uneasiness and distrust. It was

natural that, the one pressing from the north and
the other pressing from the south, the two should
gradually approach each other; but it is not necessarythat the success of the one should be viewed by
the other with jealousy or thst their gradual apnroachshould result iu a death craDDle. The march
of events will soon bring tbeni face to faco at a commonboundary lino; but there is a reaaouablo presumptionthat each, satisfied with what has been
won and willing to accord to the other the rights of
possession and occupation, they will henceforth givo
themselves to their proper work, recognizo the
identity of their Interests, yet in spheres apart,
"shako hands," as advised by Professor Martens, of
St. Petersburg, and furnish "triumphant proof that
true civilization consists in co-operation toward a

common and Bubliuie end worthy of the nineteenth
century." It is well known that thero are many
men in England, some of them prominent statesmen,
all of them interested in the commercial and general
welfare of their common country, who are anxiously
deairous that the feeling of mutual jealousy should
cease to exist, and that by their joint efforts interior
Asia and the resources of tho same should be brought
more effectually within tho limits and under the controlof civilization. It may take some tlmo before
these wise and humane thoughts shall permcato and
leaven the respective communities, but ultimately
tliuy must prevail and the world will witness the
somewhat strange spectacle of liiissia and England
living aide by side as friends In Central Asia.

BCHSIA'S NEW FIELD OF EXTEBl'BIKK.
It is not presuming too much to say that the

events now in progress in Afghanistan are all but
certain to result in the permanent annexation of
that country to liritish India. Some doubt may exist
as to the probable fate of Herat. At present and for
many years past Herat has been au integral portionof the Ameer's dominions. If the Britishgovernment concludes to annex the
whole territory of Afghanistan of course
Herat, like Cabul and Caudahar, will becomo tho
residence of British troops. One thing it is safo to
ay: if Herat is not occupied by British troops it will
not be occupied by those of Bussia. Ever since
1841, when Herat was saved from the Persians and
Bussians mainly through the engineering skill aud
bravery of young Eldred Pottinger, the Anglo-Indiau
has taken a special interest in Herat and its surroundings,and there is but little likelihood that any
attempt will be made to secure the friendship aud
good will of 'Kussia at tho price of that ancient
alronghold. ltussia will, in all probability, be left
free scope north of tho Hindoo Koosh, and as no
otner rower is niuiiy to interfere with her in completingand perfecting her conquests it is not
unfair to conclude that at no distant day
the will be mistress of the whole of that
regiou of Central Asia which was wont
to be designated as Turkestan or Independent
Tartary. In Its widest sense Tartary embraces the
whole central belt ot the Asiatic continent, from the
Caspiau Sea to the shores of the Uastorn Ocean. IndependentTartary or Turkestan, before it was encroachedupon by liussia, was bounded by the farreachingterritory of that Kuipiro on the north, by
Afghanistan and Persia on the south, by the Caspian
8ea on tho west ami by the Chinese irontier on the
east. The area embraced was little short of a million
square miles. Except toward the east and southeast.Tnrkostau is a great plain, which slopes gradu-
ally In the direction of the Sea ot Aral, into which
the two principal rivers.the Amu and the Siboou or
Sir.discharge themselves. To the oust und southeasttho country is penetrated l>y advancing spurs
(rum the liludoo kuosh, the lleloor-Tugh and other
mountain ranges. In those regions there are many
well watered and fcrtilf valleys. Elsewhere cultivationis limited to the margins of tho great rivers, the
greater portion of thecouutry, in tuct, being desert.

TUX KXVERNAL KKAT17UES 01' TtlUKlCSTAN.
The principal external loatures of Turkestan aro

tho Caspian Sou, tho Sea of Aral and the two great
rivers named above. Tim Caspian Is a vast inland
sea, covering a surtaceot' lllu.UUO square miles, being
bout eight hundred tnllox loan rroni uortn to
outh, Mid averaging in breadth about two hundred

BiIIrk. It baa no outlet. The entire region aronnd
tliia sea haa the appearance of being doproaaud below
the general level ut the earth's surface. Indeed, It
la commonly atated, although It may be on doubttul
authority, that thu aurface of the Caaplau la at lvaat
eiahty-oiie feet below the level of that ot thu liluck
Heu. The aurveys now being made by Kuama will In
all likelihood havo the effect of netting thin question
at reat. The watera of the t anplau are Rait, although
not quite ao aalt hh thoneof the ocean. In depth
they vary, being comparatively ahalluw toward the
north, deeper ou thu wcntcrti, eantern ami Houthern
aborea, and reaching a depth toward the coutro of
aomo five hundred teet. i'he tlHhcrien of the
Canplan are of considerable value, thu bencllt
accrulug to Russia, which Powor, In tact, hax longhad absolute coutrol of thu nea. Aa far back us
1878 ItunHia had anvural atoainboatn ou the Oaaplau;In tho interval iheno have beeu lucruaaed, and bytbla meann tho rich producta or I'ersia are broughtInto Russian markets. It la with u auction of tho
Turcomans, who inhabit tho nonthcaatoru shoros
of the Canplan, that lluaaia la now at war. On tho
aouthwest and nnuth the Cusnlnn hordera on l'eralau
territory. When ltuHnia nhnll havo completed her conquestof Turkestan two-thirds or three-fouriha of
the nhoroa of thia nea will be within her territory.The great feature of the Caspian la tho ltivor Volga,between which uud the lhack .Sea a canal la about
to be made, uml a direct connection than made with
the Mediterranean. To the cant of the Caaplau la tho
8c* of Aral of which little wan known until thu
year 184s. It la of much nmallor Uiuionalnua than
the Caaplau, ita entire length from north to aouth
hot exceeding thin tnilea, ami being about 1H0 mile*
wide. The northern portion of ita watera freeaoa
over every year. The groateat depth of tlila aea
la auld to bo not moro than twouty-aevenfathom*. Tho level of the watere of the See ot Aral
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to generally supposed to be about thirty-oae feet
above the level of the Black Sea as the level of the
Caspian is said to be eighty-one feet below it. Betweenthe Caspian anil the Sea of Arai there is llio
lofty plateau of the Uat-Urt, which rises to the elevationor irom two to three hundred i'oet. The entiresurroumling region to a desert. presenting some
attractions to the sportsman, but uiforiug tew inducement*to human enterprise.

-niK coulter: or the oxus.
The Anioo, the ancient Oxus, which enters the Sea

cf Aral by a number of branches, thus forming a
sort of swampy delts, flows out of thu small lake
Sir-i-Kol, situated among the mountains which borderthe plateau of Pomer and at au altitude of 15.U0U
feet above the levol of the sea. This river ia'navigablefor a gjreat part of its course, and at Kerki (latitude3d degrees), oil one of the main liuos of route to
Bokhara from the southward, M. Vambery, an excellentauthority on Central Asia, found ita stream
nearly twice as wide as the Danube betwocn
Pesth and Ofen, the current strong, with
saud banks in its bed. It is well known
that a branch of the Oxus, and probably its
main atroaui, flowed in ancient times into the Caspian,and to-day portions of its tormer but uow decwiiwlhml inuv lu> f fill ml nt iiitusi-uL a<.snau tl.n in

tervoning desert. Humor hag it that, among tlio
many achemes of project-d improvements iu CeutralAsia, Kussia proposes to reopen thin undent
channel. If such a plan wore carried out it would
l>e one of the greatest national triumphs of the ape.
Besidcg bringing a navigable river into direct connectionwith the Caspian Sea, it would couvert thousandsof acres of desert laud into fruitful fields.
The Siboon, or Sir, the ancient Jaxartes, which
enters tho Sea of Aral by two channels, tlows from
the mountains of the Mooz-tagb, or Thian-Shan
system, and is much smaller than the Amu. it is a
much more vapid stream thau the other, fordablo
for tho most part iu summer, but frozen over during
winter. There are other lesser streams, but they
are insignificant when compared with these, und are
not dlstinctivo features of tho country. The climate
exhibits groat extremes of heat and cold. Whirlwindsare of common occurrence in the desert, and
some of Vainbery's descriptions show that tho
tebbad, or fever wind, is something quite as dreadfulas the simoom of the Arabian or African wilderness.As a general rule, however, wo are told the
atmosphere is dry and healthy.

NATIV It STATUS AND GOVRUNMENTH.
On two separate occasions, and during the long

reigns of Genghis Khan and Timour Beg, two of the
most powerful but also most destructive conquerorswhom the world has yet knowu, this whole regionof Central Asia enjoyed tho advantages of unity;
at least such unity as can be brought about and
maintained by tho strong hand of tyranny. As a
rule, howovef, tho country bus been divided Into
petty independent States, and its normal condition
lias been war. In those later times the three powerful
States have been Khiva, Khokuu and Bokhara. They
are called khanates. The title of tho chief ruler of
ouch stale >8 ituan. r,imeriy, however, the ruler or
liokhara has been honored with tho title of einlr.
The torritory of Khiva embraces tho lower course
of the Amu and the xouthern shoro of the Sea of
Aral. The greutor portion of the country is desert.
The town of Khiva, which stuuds on a branch
of the Amu, ban a population of irom ten thousandto twelve thouauud inhabitants. It
is tho seat of sonio caravan traffic and a
slave market. Khiva and its desert have become
popularly known to the present generation in consequenceof the war of 1873 aud through the writingsof Mactialian and iiuruaby. Khokan, otherwise
called Kerghaua, includes, or rather included, the
territory lying along the upper and middle course of
the Sir-Daria or Sihoon River and its affiueuts. The
most important towns arc the capital, Khokan. with
a population of some seventy thousand; Khojend,
lower down tho valley of the Sir, and on its left
bank, a fortified town, with Rome trade; Tashkend, a
larg<>towu turther to the north, also within the
basin of the Sir-Daria, and famous for its growth of
the cotton plaut and the mulberry; Turkestan, a
town Btill more to the northward, to the eastwara of
the Lower Sir, and on an afilueut of tho main
river, at a point where tho roulo from Khokan and
Tashkend northward branches off iu tho direction of
Ureuoerg, xroitsa ana ura respectively, aua Aulieta,
which derives importance from its situation on tho
great commercial highway which runs from Tashkoud
and Turkestan to various places within the Chinese
and Siberian frontiers. Like Khiva the greater part
of Khokan is a dry, arid plain, the deserts of
Kara-Koom (black sand) and Kizc-l-Koom (red sand)
spreading out in dreary desolation on either side of
the Sir. Bokhara, including part of the central and
southerly portions of Turkestan, extends over the
middle part of tho Oxus Valley, and thence castwardlyto the mountainous borders of the Chinese
dominions. It includes the lertilo valley of the
Zerafsban or Samarcand River, which, after flowing
westward for 30O miles, is lost iu the Lake of Dengis,
a short distance to tho east of the Oxus. This valley,
celebrated for its beauty and fertility, is regarded by
tiie Orientals as an earthly paradise. The more importanttowns are the capital, Bokhara, which gives
its name its name to the khanate, which is beautifullysituated in the above mentioued valley, which
has about seventy thousaud inhabitants and which
forms the central emporium of a largo caravan
traffic, and Samarcand, which is about one hundred
miles to the eastward of Bokhara, and which, as it
was the ancient capital of tho great Tituour Beg and
still contains many relics of its former greatness, is
one of the most attractive cities in the entire region
of Central Asia.

BOKHARA Attn SAMARCAND.
Vambery, one of the few Europeans by whom it

has been visited, at least in modern times, describes
it in glowing terms, lie approached tho city from
the westward. The first objcot which met his eye
was Mount Chobanuta, an eminence which overlooksthe city. "Below lies the famous Samarcand.
Although it equals Teheran in circumference its
houses do not lie so closu together; stilt the prominentbuildings snd views offer a far more magnificentprospect. The cyo is most struck by four
lofty edifices iu tho form of half domes, tho forefrontsor frontispieces of the Medresse (colleges).
They seemed all to be near together; but some iu
fact are in tho background. As we advanco we perceivefirst a small, neat dome, and, further on to the
south, a larger and more imposing one; the former
is the tomb, the latter the mosque of Timour.
Quito facing us, on the southwesterly limits of the
city, and ou a hill, rises the citadel, round which
buildings, partly mosques una partly tombs,
are grouped. If wo then suppose tho whole intermixedwith closely plauted gardens we shall have a
faint idea of Kamarcand." As is tho caso with most
of the old Eastern cities, the interior contrasts
strangely with the exterior, and on his entrance
into Samarrsnd'Vambery is compelled to admit that
the agreeable impressions already produced were
completely dissipated. The population of Samarcandhas been variously stated at from 15,000 to
20,000 people. Balkh and Koondoor, originally the
seats of independent khanates, have in times comparativelyrecent been subjugated by the Afghan
chiefs, and they are now regarded as within the
limits of Aighamston. Ticy are both towns of considerableimportance. Balkh is the Bactra of antinuitv.Such is Turkestan as it was and as it still
is marked in most of our maps. In this description
we have left out Turcoinauia, which lies to the
southeast of the Caspian, aud which is composed of
bands of lawless tribes, which have made themselves
conspicuous by their predatory movements rather
than by auy settled movements of organization. It
is with these tribes, or rather with a portion of
them, that Russia is now at war. It is unnecessary
to say that the description which has been given
above is no lunger strictly applicable to the entire
region. In 1873 Khiva was conquered, aud a largo
portion of the khanate was permanently annexed
to Russia. In 1875 a similar fate befell Khokan, aud
the whole region north of the Sir-Daria forms part
of the Russian government of Korghana. Bokhara
lias also been compelled to yield to Russian Influence,and Sainarcand is now to all intents and purposesa Russian city. The Turcomans have for the
present checked Russia's advance; but tho check can
only bo temporary; and it is merely a question of
timo wbeu Russia sball be completely mistress of
the entire region of Central Asia between tho Caspianand the Chineso frontier and south as far as

Afghanistan and the conflnes of Porsla.
HACK AND I1KLKIION.

The population of Turkestan is very various. The
most numerous race area people called the Uzhocks.
They aro of Tartar origiu, and lead a wandering life.
The Taujicks form tho bulk of the flxod population;
aud, it is supposed, they are descended from the
aborigines of the country, in their general appearanceand habits oi industry they resemble the people
of Europe. In addition to tlieso there are Turcomans.Kirgls, Arabs, .Persians. Afghans. Jews, uvd-
ie.i and other races. The total population of
Turkestan la between seven uud eight millions. In
religion the great majority of the people aro Mohammedansof tho Hoonite or orthodox pcrsunsiou.
The Koran forma tho groat text hook both of
their law ami education, and la tho universal
authority upon all guestiotia. whether of a civil or
religious uature. It luuat already have become
apparent to the reader Unit Turkestan la not a particularlywealthy country. It would bo wrong,
however, to suppose that it Is without a certain
amount of natural wealth. The cultivable parts
yield plentifully, and among its staple products are
rice, wheat, barley ami other grains, together with
cotton, hemp, flax and linseed, fruit is ahuudant;
the mulberry thrives and is extensively cultivated,
ami silk ia produced in great abundance ajoug tho
bauks of the Uxus. The sheen aud the goat form an
Important source of the wealth of the country. The
luitr of the goat is greatly valued. ported to
India, It is made tuto shawls, which are only inferior
to thoao of Cashmere. The ass ia large and strong,
aud la greatly used as a beast or burden. 1'urkrstau
is also the natural home of tho horse. There
are but few manufactures. In aoiuo of
tbe towns, however, silk and cotton
stulls are made; ulao sabres, kuivoa aud
other weapons. The commerce ia considerable. It
is. trotu its geographical munition, the common Held
of lulerchnuge lor the productions of China, India,
1'nrsiu and Hue -,1a. Dy way of Afghanistan there la
curried ou an extensive caravan trade with India.
The exports are cotton, corn, wool, Iruit, nhorp and
lamb skins, goats' hair and silk. The imports are
muslins, brocades, turbans aud shawl*, with indigo,
sugar Mini liritish msiiufactured goods froiu India;
porcelain, tea ami silk goods from Ohiuu, aud many
articles of Kuropean manufacture which pass
through ltussia.

RUSSIAN rt.ANH AND rilOJKCT*.
Hitch la the vast region in which, tor some tituo to

conic, Russia wilt llmi auAclent to tax her energies
and to call forth her enterprise. It cannot bo called
nu K1 Dorado, in Itself considered, nor, were it
not for the commercial advantages commanded
by its geographical position. Is it otherwise
doslraldc. From the mass of the Russian people the
people of-Turkestan differ in race, and they differ in
religion. With the Slav, with his habits of life and
his ways of thinking, they have literally no sympathy.Hut befoie Russian ambition all difficulty
must give way. It la long since Russia set her
heart on this portion ot the world, and by alow degreesshe has steadily advanced lu the accomplishmentof her purpose. It te limply absurd to
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imagine that alio has beeu impelled forward in this
direction by the muro lust of conquest. Russia ia peculiurlysituated. 8ho is a grout luudiockud power,
it bus ever been manifest to the minds of ber rulers
that if ever she was to beneflt by the wealth of Asia
it must be by overland routes. The maritime nationsof Europe could reach India, China, Japan and
even Persia by sua. Russia must liiako such connectionby land. Mistress of Turkestan, she
would be able to tap the wealth of Persia,
and through Afghanistan the wealth of India
on tbu south and southeast, and on the east she
would make a direct connection with China. With
this cud iii view she lias labored fur generations. Iu
the prosecution of her self-imposed task she has
spent both labor and sacrifice. Difficulties have
multiplied at every step of her onward progress;
but iu spite of them all she has steadily wuu bor
way. Kbokaii has been practically extinguished;
Kbiva has'been conquered und subjected in great
part to ltnssian rule; Bokhara is in a similar condition,and Tnreouiauia will soon have no choice bat
submit to me rod. To coueuhdute these conquests
and to male them useful much hard work has yet
to be done and great enterprise is necessary. There
is no evidence, however, that ltussia is
uot fully alive to the opportunities which
are opening up to her, or that shs
is igiiorsut of ttie responsibility under which
she labors, for the contrary sigiiH of life, energy,
enterprise are abundant. Not siuce the years which
immediately followed the Crimean war has there
been seen on the part of the Hussiau government
such a spirit for enterprise with a view to commercialadvantages. Willi u view directly to the developmentof this new region, and to turn it to the
advantage of the Empire at large, tho schemes are
numerous and of the most (figuntio kind. To begin
in the west, a railroad has bceu projected to connect
tho upper and lower Caucasus, uud by permission
of Persia it is intended that this line, or a branch of
this line, shall skirt the southern shores of the Caspianand terminate in the neighborhood of Herat. An
expedition under the famous Dauilolf is now sur|veyiug the region of the Caucasus, with a view to a
canal which shall connect the Caspiau and tho
Euxiue. Within three years this survey
must bo completed. A submarine cable lias
just been laid in the Caspian from Daku
to Krosnovodsk. Preparations are made to connect
this cable with a wire which shull reach to Astrabad,
a place within easy dlstuucu of Teheran. A railroad
is projected from Oreuberg to Tushkend, with
branches to Samurcaud and other points. Prom
Saiuareuml or from Ta&hkcnd the distauco is not
groat to the Chinese frontier. In the event of the
canal betweon the Caspian and tho Euxine proving a
success there will be a concentration ot railroad
enterprise, with a depot at some suitable poiut on
tho eastern shore ot the Caspian. It is also proposedto convert the waters of tho Amu into their
old channel and to turn them into the Caspian.
These aro not tho only encouraging indications alreadyvisible. By ceding Kuluja llussla has not
only put money in her purse.money which will be
useful iu carrying on tho work of improvement.
she has also tnado peace with China and paved
the way for tho establishment of commercial relationswith that vast Empire. This, however, is uot
oil. As an euruest of business intentions she has
made arrangements to establish a permanent consularservice in the Chinese provinces which border
on Central Asia. Pour agents are contemplated.
one at Kuidja, ouo at Iuhugutchuk, one at Kashgar
and another at Eobic.
Such is the prospect. It is thus seen that tho

whole of Turkestan is destined to come under Hussiaurule, and that the authorities at St. Petersburg
will exercise the controlling power over tho whole
region of Central Asia. It is further seen that by
her telegraphs, her railroads ami her proposed Canpian-Euxluecanal, she will not only revolutionize
Central Asia and change its character for the better,
but will cause the wealth of interior Asia to flow
into and througU Hussian channels. It is unnecessaryto say that such enterprise, which is in perfect
harmony with tho onward and upward tendencies of
modern civilization, is an honor nt once to Hussia
and to the nineteenth century. It is not possible
but that the result of such enterprise will be a gain
to interior Asia, a gain to Hussia and a gain to the
world at large. With such movements ahead a trip
from Paris, by way of St. Petersburg, to Pekin, by
rail, is among the probabilities of tho early future.

NOllDENSKJOLD S ARCTIC DISCOVERIES.
[From the Rochester (N. Y.) Herald, Oct. 13.]

However valueless Nordeuskj old's northeast passagemay prove from a practical or commercial
standpoint he has furnished the reading world with
a fresh and. delightful sensatiou in the accounts he
gives of his adventures during that unprecedented
voyage and of the new race of people he met in
those Arctic and Siberian latitudes. A long letter in
the New Youk Heuaio), dated Tokio, Japan, September'JO, tells much of the story of the Nordeuskjold
expedition, aud from that we glean the following
Information:.
Ouo of thd interesting features of the letter

Is the description of the simple people of the
mainland called the Tscliuktscbi. While the
Vega was trozcu in the strange ship from far-away
regions of which they had no knowledge was a constantrendezvous for them. They arc spoken of by
Nordeuskjdld as savages, as their civilization is exceedinglyimperfect, but the Professor is very enthusiasticover their social aud domestic qualities.
They curry ou quite au extensive trade between
Siberia aud America, crossing tho Straits ou a solid
bridge or ice in the winter aud iu skin boats
in the summer. They procure furs from tho
American continent and barter tbem away to
the Russians in Siberia lor simple commodities.They have evidently suffered from a
sort of famine during the past year, as

they were more aux.ous to procure food from the explorersthan anything else. It is believed that they
belong to the Kanischalkudaie* and Koriaks, as they
differ widely trom the Esquimaux. About two hundredaud ttfty years ago, according to their traditions,their ancestors were successful warriors, and
Nordenskjbld has gathered a valuable assortment of
the arms and armor of that period. The cuirasses
were fashioned out of ivory and their spears and bows
were of whalebouo, wood aud ivory. About one hundredaud fffty years ago Count Pauloski, a Russian
commander, was sent against them and was defeated,but in auother engagement they were conquered.
These people have no government, no laws, aud,

as far as known, no religiou. They live together
Seacefully and harmoniously. Women have a good
eal of influence and aro treated by the men in all

respects as equals and with much politeness and
deterencc. The young women aro doscribed as
often very fair, handsome, symmetrical and wellproportioned.The men are taller than tho average
height of man's growth. During the Vega's stay
among them no deaths aud only two or three births
occurred among the Tschuktschi. The nation numbersprobably ten thousand. During all thoir free
access to the ship not a thing was stolen.
During the confinement of the ship by ico an observatoryw.'x -Tected on tho shore where barometric,theruii.tu uric and other scion title observations

were made. Ouo of the otlioers and two of the ship's
crew ivbi « on duty at that point constantly. It took
an hour to pass between the ship and the observatory,and as the mercury was sometimes forty degreesbelow zero it was a pretty severe task.
The aurora took some of the Professor's attention.

The year was a minimum ouo tor such appearauees
and sun spots, but, says the writer, "whenever the
sky was clear and there was no sun or moon, he saw
constantly in tho northeast horizon, and almost alwaysin the same exact spot, a faiutly luminous arc,
so motionless as to be susceptible of accurate measurement.This phenomenon, Xordeuskjbld concludes,comes from an actual aureole, or ring of
light, suit 'ii.i.tin,, the northern portion of the globe.
Its centre should be tho spot where llall wintered,
and its radius about eight degrees. The Swede
opines that it girds tho whole of North America witli
an enduring glory." It may, therefore, be called the
radiant crown of tho American hemisphere.

TILDEN'd INCOME TAX.

The "income tax" suit of the United States against
Samuel J. Tllden was in the United StateB Circuit
Court again yesterday, before Judge Biatchford, for
argument on tho demurrer Interposed by counsel
for the defendant to tho bill of discovery (lied by
tho government. United States District Attorney
Woodford and Assistant Attorney Clark appeured
for tbo government, aud Thomas Harlan 1 and Mr.
Cummg for tbo defendant. When tho motion was

called Mr. Llarland stated that tho ground of the
demurrer was that the assessment of Mr.
Tlldcn's income by tho United States Assessor
and tho payment ot tlio tax so assessed and of the
penalty also, as provided by law, was a complete bar
to this aetiou, aud that, therefore, tbo dcieudaut
was not liable to answer the questions which had
boon propounded by the bill of discovery of the
govcruuicui. General Woodford said that ho was
ready to go on wtth the urgumeut. Mr. llarland
said tnat ex-Judge Joliu K. Porter would arguo the
motiou for the defendant, and asked an adjournmentto allow the latter to prepare sumo points tn
the niHtter. Judge lllatehlord sot the hearing i r
mntorilv ior to-morrow imirniiu nt <tl..v,.i.

The examination do bcuu eiue ot James P. [). Lanier
lti this -mt was to have taken place yeaterday alternootibefore Uuitod States Commissioner Lyuian oil
a subpmna issued for the government. An a member01 the ilrni of Winnlow, I.uiuur A Co.. and connectedwith .ho Third National Hank, where Mr.
Tilden's oank account la kept. It In understood that
ho will bo obliged to inako Important disclosures
concerning Mr. Tiiden's luconio during the years Involvedin tho suit. vlr. Lanier has been 111 tor soma
time, »ud, not appearing yesterday, tho examination
was adjourned till Wednesday.
BREADSTUFF'S AND PROVISIONS.
At tho Produce Excliango yesterday tho market*

opened weaker and the feeling was bearish, on unfavorableadvices from the West and Europe. Winterwheat foil off from two to threo cents per bushel,
as compared wtth tho closing prlcos of Saturday,
but on receipt of favorable advices later iu the day
there was an udvanco of from ouo to two cents perbushel over Saturday's prices, and tho market was
strong at the close. Corn was Irom one-half to
three-quarters of a rent per bushel higher, amlactlvo
and strong wt the Improvement. Oats advanced onehalfa cent per bushel, with an active demand, and
rye waa weak. Provisions were much higher, active
and excited, and Irulghta were weak all through the
dsts.
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| EUROPEANA j
| Drift Gathered Up frcm

Foreign Seas.
.

CUES FROM ALL QUARTERS.

M. Colibert, a Eruiich artist, lias beeu selected to
furnish tho SpauisU government with the general
plans of the building for the International Exhibition
to be inaugurated at .Madrid iu Muy, 188).!
Mrs. Kwiug Pleiller has offered to subscribe

£1,000, if others xvill subscribe also, tor the estub-
lishiuent and eiidouiueit of a National English c
Theatre. The London Times encourages the attempt,
Prince De Bismarck eon boast no fewer than iorty-

seven decorations, some of the distinctions having
been specially created for hint, lie wears the insig-
nia of nearly all the most prominent Orders in Eu-
rope.
At Venice Mr. Gladatoue's time is said to do distributedbetween the old masters and living statesmen.Signer Bouglii, himself an accomplished

Hellenist and ex-Minister of Public Instruction, arrivedon Sunday to pay his respects to the right houorablogentleman. 1

The Unite.)* publishes a despatch from Home glv-
ing a denial to thu report that the Pope has uouii-
nated a commission of Cardinals to consider whether
tnc Papacy could accept the luillioiiH granted to it
by the so-cailed "Guarantee laws." Under Pius IX.
a committee of Uiu Sacred College pronounced for a

categorical refusal, and his successor will maintain
that derision .rs Uie only one worthy of the Church
and the Catholic world.
The Loudon Metropolitan Early Closing Associationhas issued a circular In which it status that

"there are still about thirty thousand shops in Londonand the suburbs, employing more than one
hundred thousand assistants who worif for thirteen,
fourteen and llftcoii hours a day, and even longer on
Saturdays. Many of the assistants are youug women
who sulfur griovou-ly from being obliged to sluud
during these long hours of labor.
Holland, witb its s.uggisli canals, obese horses

and pervading atmosphere of schnapps ami tobacco,
is the slowest old country in Europe, Butullthe
Bamo to ilollaud eiougs the honor of inaugurating
a system of cheap telegrams. The new tariff came
into operation all over liollund and Belgium about
three weeks ago, and ,ts working may be thus described:.Theminimum fee payable to the office lor
sending the telegram is six cents, and about hulf a
ceut for every word * out.
A report is current in Russian official circles ,

that in the oveut of a war breaking out between
China and Japan the whole of the Chinese merchant
shipping will obtain protection from Japanese
cruisers by noistiug the Russian flag. An arrangementto this effect, it is stated, has been arrived at
between tho Chinese Euvoy and the Russian government.The understanding between Japan and Eug-
Huu is, I1..1TCIII, au itiuuuij turn iiruiMi pureuascs
of Japanese privateers might under the circumstancesbo wiuked at.
The excuvatious undertaken by the Prussiau governuieut ou the site of Pergamus, live or six months

ago, have already resulted in some Interesting discoveries.Fragments of sculpture have been lound
in a wall in the lower town, and among the remains
now being brought to light ou the acropolis is a
large hexagon base of marble, which seems to have
supported a colossal statue of Zeus. The lower part
is adorned with the emblems of various deities, while
the frieze has miniatures of the elements, with tlieir
names written above.
The first French rogiment ordered to try tho lighttunic iu which the epaulettes are replaced by frogs,and also cork helmets covered with thick blue cloth,somewhut after the Prussian modei, is the 131st of

thu line, stationed at St. Denis. The uniform, though
mere comfortable than the ono hitherto worn, does
not seem to be regarded with any great tavor by tho
public. The helmet is, however, ornamented in
irout with tno national cockade, backed by a brass
grenade, while tne crust is replaced by a sort of copperbolt. The peak is in leather.
The English hoard of Trade returns giro evidence

of a revival of commercial prosperity. The returns
tor the mouth of September are tho most satlstac-
tory that liawe been received for many mouths. The
total exports for the month amounted to £17,40*2,242,
increase of £340.000, or about five per cent over exportsof September last and of one and three-quarters
per cent over the same mouth in 1877. Thu importsexhibited an increase of £500,000, hut this is not so
satisfactory a feature on tho returns, inasmuch as the
increase is groatly duo to the enormous importation
of wheat from America.

Field Marshal Count von Moltke, on conclusion
of the wamuuvres at gtrasburg, remained iu Alsace-
Lorraine in order to determiue on the erection of
the works and formications necessitated by the
stupendous increase of the military strength of
France, lie is accompanied on ilia tour by a large
auitu of officers of the general staff, with whom ho
particularly inspected those parts which could be
easily invaded from Belfort. As the Marshal's journeymight cause misapprehensions in France, Count
Wesdehlen, the German Charge d'Affaires in Paris,
was instructed to give all possible explanation of
the inoffensive character of Count Moltko's investigation.
The "Kulturkampf" in Germany has led to a de-

plorablo state of affairs. In the Archdiocese of
Cologne the 143d priest has just died without tho
chance of being replaced. In tbo diocese of Trevo
there are 182 vacant parishes, and lu Munstcr tho
113 parishes without priests means that a quarter of a
million Catholics cauuot hear mass on Sunday. In
Paderboru thero are 'JO parishes without a priest, iu
lirealau 121 and in Poseu 06. In the archdiocese of
Frlburg alone thero were 500 curacies last month
without Catholic ecclesiastics or auy hope of their
being filled up on account of the legal restrictions,
and still Prince Bismarck spouted of "Freibeil"
when he voyaged to Vienna.

Italian brigands may be picturesquo in a romance,
but they are unpleasant customers to deal with iu
reality. Au Irisu family temporarily resident iu the
neighborhood of Itoinu had a disagreeable encounter
witu some of tho banditti recently. Mr. Lucius
O'Brien Blake and his cousin, a lady, were returu|ing one afternoon to a villa near Castellamarc, and
sat down to rust themselves lu a wood. Mr. Blako
perceived a man crawling stealthily toward him,
and at ouco seized him. At the sumo moment two
otkur men sprang forward and attacked the lady,
throwing her to tho grouud. Mr. Blake ran to her
assistance and kicked away her cowardly assailants.
A coutadiuo, hearing tho disturbance, tired off his
gun, and the carabineers were quickly on the spot,
but tho three ruffians lrad fled. They were, however,arreated subsequently.
France is a happy country, says a Manchester

paper. While every other nation iu Europe is bo-
inoiiutng over deflcits and fluaucial difficulties, her
reveuuc is pouring tu and exceeding the estimates
by large sums. Tue returns lor the mouth ot Sep-
teiubor have just been made up, and they show that
tue receipts excited the estimates by 14,000,000 traucs.
The total sum received during the flrst nine mouths
of tho preseut year exceeds the estimates by
108,0ou,00U francs, go that, it France continue* to
progress fluuucially during the next quarter of 1870
iu the same ratio as she has done during the past
three quarters, at the end she will llud herself tho
possessor of a surplus of between $20,000,000 and
$:iu.000,000.a sum nearly as large as tho deticit
which Lord Beocousfleld's government have created
tor their successors to wipo off. '

Fortune, never tired of favoring the Irish, has be-
Kt.UW<.U 14 r " %« »» « Ul.lWtUUII,IUnil)
hands of ouo of their race ia at last the largest diamond.Ouo Mr. O'Fiaherty has lonud, wo are told,
at tlie Cape Field*, uo tiny gem, but a huge mass of
brightness weighing 130 carats, anil promising to be
a very uiitie of wealth. The largest ever known beforewhen cut proved only to weigh 113', carat*;
the Koh-i-uoor does not boast of more than twothirdsthat weight, and yet au Irish man, whose
claim is, it scorns, in the very middle of the diamond
tuud, has quietly lifted this large and bril.iaut atone
trom the earth ami taken it down to the Cape. He
ia said now to have three couraea open to him:.Us
can dispose of it utouce to speculators on the spot;
or. bruiglug It to Kuglaud, ue can sell it to be cut;
or he may have it cut at Ins own expense, and take
his chance of a colossal fortune or comparatively
little. i
The palatial town mansion built, but uot occupied, ]

by Mr. Albert Grant, and known as Kensington
House, Loudon, with it* pleasure grounds, luarhlo
terrace, orangery, aviaries, Italian garden, skating
rink, ornamental lake and island*, boathousc, Swiss
chalet. American bowling alley and other appurtenances,was ottered tor sale two weeks ago by tho
mortgagee*. The property ia said to nave cost
£:iU0,UlH), of Which about oue-hulf was expended on
the luausiou, including £lti.i«x» for the marble staircases.The tlrst and aecouil bids were £60,000 and c

£liXi,l)00 respectively. When £179,01)0 hail boou o
reached by gradation* of a thousand pound* tho ,,

property was withdrawn, the auctioneer intimating ,that he would privately name the reserve. It trauI*| ired that Ttarou Grant had a short time since re|fused £iid0,000 for tho propel ty. and much Rtres* was ,
laid upon tho adaptability of the mansion tor a club
or embassy or public Institution.
The ilondr, the Papal Nuncio's organ In Pari*,

commenting ou the "agrariuu problem" lu Ireland,
says:."To explain this paiuliil state of tliiuus wo
should have to go buck to various cause*. There is
one, however, which overrides all others.the
haired of the Celt for tho Saxon, tlie niemotle* of a

sanguiiiury auil spoliatory conquest. The people of
fit. Patrick cannot resigu themselves to their rOte of
vanquished. It is allowable sometimes to blanio
them, but never to overlook their native grandeur,
their heroic dislntoresteduess, tho power of Ideal
they have always brought to the service of religion
and latlierlsud. A* for us, who love this
noble Irish nation, and would not for anything in
the world see it fall into the moslies of the lovoluidon, we hope that its bishops, who have hitherto
preserved it from the revolutionary spirit, will soon
speak out and euligliten it ou its duties. To them it
owes lis life, aud only by conforming Its couduct to
their direction can it hope for the satisfaction of its
legitimate aspirations."
An article in tho Kpncn of Madrid, tho best Informedof the conservative and Ministerial Journals,

has attracted considerable attention there. It declaredthat It was impossible to deny tho influence
of Spain in Morocco. The youth of the best Moorishfamilies study in Spanish military oolleges, and

LE SHEET.
tho Sultan calls for (.iastiliau officers to drill and in-
struct bis troops. The Apnea asserts that the diplo-
uiatie influence of Spain at Tangier* is not on the
Icc line, and hat percct accord exists with England.
It contradicts tun report according to which cauuou
lor tltc fortitications of Tangier* had been furnished
l»>* the liiitish government, and says thu gun* in
ijucstinn were purchased from private individuals.
lite Madrid journal also remarks that .Spain bad
ylitaiucd due sutistactiou from the Sultan tor tho
murder of a Spanish iuuetionary, and has also rea-
cm to be content from the standpoint of conimcr-
sial and treaty relations. In conclusion, the Epoca
isacrts that no intention exists of fortifying Cuiita,
tor of increasing tho Spanish gairisons in Africa,
alucli, if douc, would be prejudicial to thu authority
it tho country.
Reports from Constantinople, from independent

ibservere, continue to bring fresh iliumUiatlou
lpou the amazing increase ol misery in thu capital
it the Kick Man's falling Empire. Erom day to day
t becomes more and more difficult to provi-h for
he current necessities oi the palace and the forte.
tie higher olliciuls allow themselves to perpetrate

ill 6ortb of irregularities in order to get what they
:au in tho scramble; but tho lower officials
lave sunk iuto tho most abject and hope-
ess wretchedness. A correspondent of the
ustcr AiuA/'ic/i.oi si.de s that theru are

oloiiels and chief physicians ill whose houses for
mouths past a piece of meat has not boon seen, and
vho cannot send their children to school for want
>f shoes. The trailing classes uro not able to meet
lieir bills, and nothing now remains for numbers
jl them but to elose their sbops. Tho soldiers, who
iru in despair of ever getting their puy, have begum
in sell tliuir weapons, the property of the bankrupt
state.if it can any longer bo culled a "State".in
jrder to procure bread.
Tho correspondent of tho London Timts at liniharcstwrites a luugthy article to his journal urging

the adoption of a suitable uuitorm tor non-com-
tuiluuts, including, of course, newspaper corr.
iipoudents in the field. 1I<> says:."There were 300
correspondents assembled in ltoumauia tu tlie early
milliner or io>and seventy-six received permission
to cross the Danube aud accoinj>auy tiio Russian
armies in the liclii. Tiio orliers were notroiuscd
inch permission, but they represented journals
which could not afford campaign outtits
tor tlieir correspondents, and who wore.
therefore, corn polled to content themselves with
tlio items picked up in Bucharest regurding opera-
lions ut the trout. Sur. l.v a l»ody of aevelity-Hix iu-
lividuais, representing the influential press ot Europe
ind America, was of sullicieut magnitude to merit
ipeciul roeoguiiiou and to he classed among the offisialnon-com butaut uleniuuts of an army in the ilelb.
have served as a staff officer iu one war aud as a

torrespondent iu two others, aud, therefore, may
ipeali of journalists iu the Held Irom botli sides of
ho (juestiou, as in the former capacity I snubbed
ipecial correspondents and Iiavo been snubbed mylelfin the latter. I do not presume to lay down the
aw iu this matter, but merely to surest what has
recurred to me during my practical experience as to
;he tuture status to be assigned to war correspondents."

THE PRUSSIAN ELECTIONS.
IHE CHABACTEB OF TEE NEW LANDTAG.BIRMARCK'HATTEMPT TO RECONCILE THE ULTRAMONTANESUPHELD.LAMENT OF THE LIBERALS.

[Berlin correspondence of the London Times.]
Berlin, Oct. 8, 1879.

liiobe weeping for lier children was a picture of
iiumau resignation compared with the altitude this
iveniug of the liberal Prussian press. Journals
which but a few days ago coulideutly predicted a

victory to the combiuod parties of political progressare now sitting iu sackcloth and ashes, loudly
amenttug the triumph of what they call reaction,
iud bitterly bewailing the dislocation of the
.line. The results of yesterday's liual elections to
,he uew Prussian Landtag, or House of Deputies,
ire now sulhciently known to show that the conservativeshave won the duy, and that the combined
iberals, who tor more than ten years have dominatedthe field of legislation in the North Herman
Jonledcratiou, the lleichstag and the Prussian
uower House, have been utterly defeated and set
isido. Their overthrow is better described by the
word disaster than defeat, for hope of remedy they
;au have none. The following figures will make this
ilear. In the first session of the present
Assembly the national liberals numbered 170
members, the progressists or Fortschritts party
>8, and both together 'did, to winch might be
elded U other deputies who belonged to no

particular traction, but on whose votes the
Iberals could usually reckon. On the other hand,
the Kight included 33 free conservatives (a fraction
)l the old conservatives, who turned semi-liberal
when Prince llismarck required assistance to consolidatethe empire), 37 new conservatives and 'J
jeruiau conservatives, who might lurtber be reinforcedby 5 so-called savages or wild men
claiming to vote according to the impulse of the
mouieut so that the steady supporters of the gov-
eminent showed a total ot only about 74. To the
Centre, moreover, or ultramontane party, be-
longed 88 members, aud to the Polisti traction
15. The new Assembly, on the other hand, shows
very dillereut composition. The national liberals,
or those who prefer unity first aud liberty auurwurd,number only about 1)7, wbilo there
have been returned but 34 progressists, tlio
distinguishing principle of whom is that, whilo
eager to see Prussia remain the leading Mate in the
Empire, they would subordinate political uuity to
popular liberty.. liy thu luto elections, therefore,
these continued tractions, which generally vote
together on all important questions as a liberal
coalition, have lorn moro than 110 seats.
which in turn liavo been all appropriated
by the conservative* and ultramontane*, the
latter alouo showiug a gain of ti new members.The "sacred city" of Cologne has returnednothing but clericals. On the other hund,
Dr. Haskcr, ttio hery leader of tho liberal left
wing, has had the cold shoulder given him by his
old constituents, while the eloquently silent Dr.
ieorge von Dunseu, who when addressing his
electors in the summer told theju in jirophetiu accentsthat 1'riuce Bismarck's days were numbered,
aow hints bimself iu the awkward position of the
scriptural King to whom Nathan related his pathetic
jarabie of the ewe lamb.

the tannics in the hoc.se.
It is curious to note, also, that of the Id i members

}f the previous House ouiy about i!UU have beou re-,
tlected, so that thu Chamber will have to a. custom
tself to the character or more than 2W new
Deputies, whose opinions are but broadly known,
dcauwbile, until accurate returns are made, the
oilowiug figures may bo taken approximately to
vpreseut the various tractions In thu new Assem>y:.Conservativesof ull shades, 170, or more than
louble their previous number; ultramoiitaues, U5;
rational liberals, U7; liberals, 17; progressists, J-4;
Pairs, 18; Danes, ti; liuelp, 1; social democrat, 1;
.Christian democrat, 1. An absolute majority in tl.u
Jh.tuibcr must consist at least of Cil7, so tUat tho
conservatives alone, though more than double their
previous number, arc uoi jet exactly masters of the
lold, but with tho aid of the clericals, whose co-

iperatiou, so readily tendered iu ihe Imperial 1'ar-
lament, can hardly tail to bo offered them iu tho
Prussian House, they « ill have no dilHculty on all
icoasions in bending thu whole legislative body 10
heir will aud in making it dance precisely as l'rini o
lisiuarck chooses to pipe. The National Zeitunp,
chief liberal organ, resignedly recognizes this
.ruth and admits that the Imperial Cbaucellor has
low obtained what he has so long aimed alter.to
vit, 11 liUniurck t arty, tain phrate, in mass cum-
pact, and of itself very nearly forming a majority
>t successful resistance. Says tlie above named
ourual, "There can uow he lie (question we shall
lve very tjuickly.tu pure oxygi-u. There is 110
'lfectual barr.er 111 the way of making Prussia
liappy uow shut the liheruls h-.vo Oueu put aside.
IVu look forward to events w ith very great and justi-
table suspense." In in verse ratio, to the grief of tho
liberal press, is the exultant tone of all thecouservalivejournals. The 1'utC is willing to st>are the feel-
iugs of the national liberals, though it cannot but
>peuly express a savage joy at the disaster which
lias' overtaken the -ilarimst* who call the in selves
progressist*, while tue XorUdt ulxdin AllytnuineZeiiung
ejoicos that the electioneering w.-r cry of the Lett,
'Away with ifisuiarek," has proved tho rock on
ivhich they have split. The Germania (clerical
irgan), on tho other hand, sees in the newly cousti,utodChamber a proof that the Prussian people have
igiiu, with loudly audible voice, Coudeumed tho
'u/turkam/jJRUd redemsudsd Inuu the goveruuient
hose religious rights and liberties which will put
111 end to ilie unholy conflict that has uow for years
leeu ravaging the luud.

SAYS FKOM 1'OliEIGJf FOOTLIGHTS.
Notable among stage doings in Loudon Is tho

ipeuing of the St. datura' Theatre, under tho niauigcmeutof Messrs. Hare lit Kendal. Tho theatre hag
'eon magnificently transformed. Marble and beau-
itul tapestries, Oriental carpets, exquisite brass
hatidelicrs, Venetian mirrors, aud all that tho deciratirearts cau give are here, aud everything is In
lertect taste. The foyer is a gcin of a picture gal-
cry. under the management of M. Deschumps, and
s hung with works by Messrs. Alma Tadouia, Ooslall,Watts, Priusep, Htone, T. Pao, D. J. Macbeth,
(icol, Hides aud many other artists, while there are
ISO a variety of works in black and white. Including
tellings. Tho curtain drew up upou Mr. Val Priunep'a
n« act play, "Monsieur la l>uc," tho story of which
s a simple one. 'The Duke Is Utcholteu, who la with
01110 tricuds iu a gambling house, has a discusionwith a young nobleman, the Count do la Uoqtte,
s to feminine virtue. The Count believes In It, iho
inko docs not, aud the latter makes » bet that a
oung girl of good birih, who is coming there, aud
as written a letter imploring his aid, will yield to
lis fascinations iu ten minutes, and couseut to sup
rlth lii 111 and lils dissolute companions in their dia-
<'l>nini>u< niuni. 1110 girl enters, too guest* go
>ut, ami thou Hicbelieii presently discover* that
ihe whom ho would makr ins victim
a hi* own child, and hor -or *trtckcu at
.he discovery, he announce* it to tlio
iborttnes with him. They decline to believe him,
notably the Count, who, it appear*, i* the girl's
.over; and an angry scene ensues, wlilcli I* terminated,however, by the production of a lotiC* by
Ilio girl which prove* the truth of her story. This
plot has an unpleasant llavor about It which savors
of the French stage, nor is it relieved by the dialogue,which 1* bald, and lack* tho brilliancy *o essentialin a piece like this. It was admirably acted.
An Knglisli version of "i.ai'ctito Mademoiselle," ono
of tho latest of M. Charles Leoocij's numerous eomio

3
operas, has been produced at the A lbam bra. I
cannot be said to displi^ its author's talent hi t
new or striking light. Every note suggests tlie com
poser ot Ga Fillo de Madame Augot," aud uu'
always at Ins best. There are, however, mini

charming tunes ami a few cleverly though slighlt.f
couatructod pieces of concerted music, while otin i .

leas distinguished tniies will Lie welcome foesl lei
atrent organs an 1 similar media of popular education.The plot of the piece may be summed up in
few words. The action is supposed to pass during
the time of the Fronde, aud the heroine is the beautifulCountess Cam- roni, who, for private reasons,
hales Ma/.ai iu, nud by her example revives the flaggingardor of the revolutionists, liut the heart ol
the Countess is not wholly engrossed by political
passion, and the adventures through which she
passes umler various disguiros are axnumerousus they are interesting. Her faithfullover, although her political antagonist,is the Marquis Marmcanip, a gallant
soldier w ho ultimately carries off the fair prise in
pile of all obstacles. The coimc element is representedby some citizens of besieged 1'aris und their
wives, liocddes ttiis brief notice of trie two plays it
is to be remarked that Mr. Alfred Cellier will accompanyMr. W. S. Gilbert aud Mr. Arthur Sullivan to
tut! Uuiteil States by the vessel which leaves Liverpoolon llio tiOtli inst. Mr. Collier will probably superintendtbe production m America of "The Sultan
of Mocha" and other of liiH popular couiic operas.
Mr. Hciirv J. Byron'a eon, who, though but a lad of
eighteen, has exhibited enough talent for the stags
in an amateur way to exutt: much attention in privatecircles has made his appearance as a professionalactor. He was to present himself under the
pseudonym of llarryson at the Amphitheatre, Liverpool,on the *2Uth lust., in a revival of
Mr. Charles Bcadc's drama, "The Double Marriage,"originally produced at the Queen's
Theatre, in Longacre, eu tin opening in that houso
tinder the late Mr. Altred Wigun's management in
1807. Meanwhile Puris is still laughing over MM.
Meilhae and Halevy's r-ew comedietta, "Lolotte."
written for Celine Chaumout. "Lolotte" is a diva
of operetta whom the Baroness Pouf has invited to
her hodsu in order lo take some lessons for a privatetheatrical performance in which she is to
figure. The ladv is not u little surprised nt the reservedand distinguished manners ot the actress, and
can hardly believe thut tbu polished little woman
before her is the same whose extravagant gesture*
and attitudes 011 the stage are known and applauded
by nil tho town. This astonishment would hardly
be excusable iu a Parisian, but much most he
excused in the Baroness, who is a Pole. Lolotte is
not long, however, ill proving her identity, for sirs
repeats in the most strongly marked of her stags
styles a stanza from tho fashionable operetta of th«
day, "La Petite Naturalist**," which begins, "AM

ni ten 1/ilUi dr btllardx tt met/cut a nouckardf.r la
j'uitmt that at once removes ail doubt from Mine.
Pout's mind. In the elegant slang iu vogue iu the
"Petite Naturalists," the "billiard balls" alluded ta
are the grand parents with bald heads. The Baroness
being thus convinced that there is no mistake about
her tutor, the lesson begins. At last tho hour approacheswhen the Baron is expected home, and
as his wde does not wish him to know that
she. has received tho notorious diva, she
bids Lolottu good day. Tho latter baa, however,seen a young man enter the house whom she
has the weakness to love, and as llooul do Croisilles
seems on rather too Intimate terms with Mine. Pout,
she pretends to leave, but suddenly returns to burst
abruptly iuto the room just as the baroness has allowedIter new visitor to encircle lier waist with Ilia
arm. A'scene of savage jealousy ensues. The
actress flies into a fury and is far from nice in her
expressions. Croisilles is her lover and sho has no
notion ol'allowing a lady of rank to deprive her of
him. whereupon thu reserved aud elegant littlewoman of halt an hour previously treats the
bareness to a torrent of billingsgate of which
the sturdiest fishwife might be proud. The
baron appears in the midst of this scene, and
tho poor man's bewilderment may be imagined.
Ilush, lor heaven's sake!" whispered Kaoul, "'tis

tho husband." "What do I care tor the husband?"
screams Lolotte, and sho starts oil' afresh in language
stronger if possible than botore. Suddenly her
voice calms, lior face sottens, and turning with a
most ami :blo smile to her pupil, she says, "That,
Mine, la baronne, is the way in which you should
go through the scene you have to play!" "So,
then, it's only a lesson?" asks the poor dumbfoundedbaron. "Yes," replies Lolotte, "a lesson
of which Mine. l:i Huronue was iu need," whereupon
she taken ltaoul's arm, hows iu tho most majestic
style, and sweeps out of the rooiu. This denouementis original, and closes in the happiest manner
a little act which is highly amusing from end to end.

GREAT RAILROAD PROJECTS.
Two great railway (jucstious are touched upon in

the Republique. Frangaite.namely, the line which tha
French government is seriously thinking of con*

structmg in Central Africa and tho Indo-European,
a Euphrates Valley project. On tho former subject
the French paper gives a summary of the pro*
posals and the means of executing them. It 1|
another example of the great energy of whioh
France is giviug proofs both at home and abroad. '
Tho general idea is to inako the Soudan tha
centre ot three lines starting from Algeria in
the north, from Senegal iu the west and Gabou
iu the south. The throe principal French settle*
menis in Atrica would be thus united, and civiliza* ,

tiou would be carried into the heart of the unknown
continent. Some ot the regions to be traversed art
known to lie fertile, and. should the vast enterprise
succeed, France alone would reap the benefits to b«
gained by opening up new and extensive holds ot
trace and commerce. With regard to Gabon, a possessionon the Gulf of Guinea, a practicable way hat
yet to be found via Ogoone, licuouu and Lake Tchad.
From Senegal the road is to ruu to the French
post of Mcdluo and thenco from 8t. Louis
to Dakar and bamakon. The moatimportantexplorations will, howover, have to b«
made beforo a ulan can be adoptod
«... .!,« 11... 1.~ . 11.'...,., tn »V... v., I...
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than four proposals have been made, and each has
it* advocates. One of them would go to the tiroat
Salt Luke of Amadghor, a moat important strategicalpoint, from fourteen to fifteen hundred kilometresdistant from Timbuctoo on the west and
Sokoto on the south. Much remains, therefore, to
bo done, llut the commission is by no means idle.
Numerous sub-committees have been formed. The
government has named officers to explore certainregions, while the Geographical Society
of Orau will scud emissaries to other psrts.
Among the names of those appointed to tnlttl
those duties are M. Duveyrier, M. Solciilct and
Colonel Flatters. With regard to tho Imlo-huropeaulino, the Itipublinue t'ranfaue gives s sketch of
Commander Cameron's project. It approves of tha
selection of Tripoli as the starting point on the
Mediterranean of the railway, which would reach the
Persian Gulf via Aleppo, Mossoul, llagd.id and Monscher.Tho completion of this line would merely bo
a question of money. The construction of a railway
from Tripoli to Aleppo would, iu any case, be a

good beginning; but the French paper considers
that unless tho road were continue.! by the side of
the Persian Gulf to the frontier of India it would
give England no strategical advantage. The dels)
In tho two trans-shipments of troops at Tripoli ani
at liassorah would render the Sues Canal the shortestroute after all.

MURDER IN THE FAUBOURG ST.
IIONORE.

As the cable has already announced, two foul mar,
dors have just been committed closo to the Elyses
Palace, Paris. Iu the Place lteauvais, at the cornei

of the Hue Miroiucnil, stands a chemist's shop,
which has been cccupio.l for the last five years bj
M. Lagrange, a young man univorsally esteemed
Uuo morning neither M. Lagrange nor his bonis
made an appearance as usual (Mme. Lagrange U
in tin* fniititrvl tint Rhiitlttri PninAlnn/l ftlniAil ffimf

niter some time, the door having been forced,
tliey were foil Lid lying dead in the cellar. M.
Mace, M. lielysc, Procureur of the It-public,
and M. Guillot, J Ufcii d' Instruction were soon
on the spot, and tt rare I ill invest Igatlon showed
that all the rooms were stained witll blood and thai
an iron pestle ot great size had been the instrument
used. The It was the motive of the crime. All tha
drawers had been forced open, but it Is not yet
known how much money has been extracted. The
rorpses were evidently dragged into the cellar after
death had ensued. Suspicion has fallen upou tha
apprentice, one Arnold \V alder, a Swiss, aged twenty*
live, who had been with 51. Lagrange some months,
and has now disappeared. Inquiries about him ant
being made iu every direction, and several
of his lrieuds have already been questioned,
it is hardly necessary to add that thin affair has pro*
diiiod the utmost sensation, further details show
that ilie murder must have been committed early in
the oicuing, and, as previously supposed, that it bad
been care, idly premeditated by tbe assistant, Arnold
\Valder, respecting whose guilt there remains not
the shadow ot a doubt. At about live o'clock in the
attcruoou he was seen looking over an account book
in the shop with his master, M Lagrange, and half
an hour afterward the latter had disappeared. This
is clearly proved by the fact that a young man, *
nephew of the deceased, called at the house to dins
with 51. Lagrange. 1 he murderer received him at tha
door and remarked, "You have conio at a very ba.l
time, as >1. Lagrange lias just gone out to
dlho at a friend's." The nephew, however, insisted
on muaihiug, and Walder offered to give him a
share of his own dinner, auil cooked two eggs for
hiiu. Ho stated that 51. Lagrange had taken away
the koys of tho cellar, and tliey would, therefore,
drink some marsal*. This they did, and the importunatevisitor left tho house at soven o'clock.
Later in tho evening the woman who keeps the kiosk
opposite the pharmacy went there, as usual, wit)
a copy of tho />»</ «. and was surprised to lln<)
nobody about the premises, and she also noticed
some money scattered about the counter. Tha
theory of the police is (hat 51. Lagrange was

called by his assistant into the collar and thors
murdered, mid that tho servant was Immediatelyafterward assassinated in the kitchen and *

her body dragged beside that of her master. The
criminal subsequently robbed the sale of a aunt of
a.iksif., and toward nine o'clock was seen crossing a

passage between the dining room and the shop, carryinga large parcel. It iias been ascertained that
he lett tho St. La/are railway ttrmluu* shortly betort
eleven in the direction of Havre. If auy proof of
his guilt were wanting beyond tbe circumstantial
evidence already furnished to the police It would
be found in a letter which he addressed to the widow
ot his victim, announcing his determination to committho erinie, aud stating that should be ever
make Ids lortune he would return to her the tuouny
ot whirh he was about to take possession. His pho*
togrsph Is In the hands of tho police, and tho announcementof hit arrest may be expected at any
moment.
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